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There is a saying in the agriculture community, “Ask city kids where milk comes from 
and they most likely will name some grocery store chain.” 
 
I wonder if the same can be said for residents on Galveston Island were they to be 
asked, “Where does the water for your home come from?”  
 
Hopefully the answer will not be, “The faucet!” 
 
I just returned from Austin where I attended a meeting of the Texas Water Development 
Board. The agenda for the meeting contained an item that is of importance to the entire 
state of Texas and especially those of us who are at the end of the line — 2012 Draft 
State Water Plan.  
 
“TWDB’s governing board will consider adopting the plan at their regular meeting on 
Nov. 17, 2011. The final plan will be delivered to the governor and Texas Legislature, 
and will be available on the TWDB website, by Jan. 5, 2012” (www.twdb.state.tx.us/). 
 
The board convened, immediately went into executive session, came out of executive 
session and announced that the 2012 Draft State Water Plan item was removed from 
the agenda — no explanation given as to why. 
 
This comes at a time when: “We are currently in the second worst drought in recorded 
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Texas history. 
 
“July was the driest 12-month period in at least 116 years, the warmest month since 
recording began in 1895, the fifth warmest month since recording began in 1895 and 
the third driest month since recording began in 1895” (Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department news release, Oct. 26). 
 
In an attempt to access the magnitude of the drought, a Joint Committee Hearing on 
Drought and Wildlife Response was convened by the Senate Agriculture and Rural 
Affairs/Natural Resources committees Nov. 1 at the State Capitol.  
 
Representatives of the Texas Water Development Board, the director of the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department, the state forester and the state climatologist presented 
testimony.  
 
The one that stood out to me was: “Because of the return of La Niña conditions in the 
tropical Pacific, a second year of drought in Texas is likely,” said John W. Nielsen-
Gammon, Texas state climatologist. 
 
I recently saw an article about the unenviable position the town of Groesbeck finds itself 
— buying water from an abandoned quarry to supplement the lake from which the city’s 
water supply comes. 
 
If the drought continues, Groesbeck city officials predict the city will be without water by 
the first week in December. Other towns in Texas face the same fate! 
 
So we click our tongue and say, “That is too bad.” 
 
But could Galveston suffer the same fate? 
 
To satisfy my curiosity, I have decided to start at my own faucet and backtrack to the 
source of the water that supplies Galveston. 
 
Once that is done, try and determine how close Galveston is to the Groesbeck situation. 
 
Do not forget that the coastal areas are at the end of the line for water — note the 
ongoing struggles over adequate freshwater inflows to the states bays and estuaries. 
 
Mark Twain phrased it best: “Whiskey is for drinking and water is for fighting over.” 
 
Tom Linton teaches at Texas A&M University at Galveston and is a frequent contributor to The Daily News.  
 


